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Local activists pursue social 
justice through food. 
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office yet? 
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NEWS AX RESTAURANTS RETURN, AAA 





Outdoor Dining, Indoor Retail Resumes 


Restaurateurs and shop owners hope patrons return as San Francisco continues with phased reopening. 


By Benjamin Schneider 


Sit-down restaurants and indoor retail 
stores can legally begin operating in San 
Francisco, markinga major milestone in the 
city’s reopening plan. Outdoor gatherings 
ofa dozen people or fewer, including 
religious services, exercise classes, and kids 
summer camps, are permitted as well. 

“San Francisco’s hard workand patience, 
combined with taking face-coveringand 
social distancing seriously, has brought us to 
areopening milestone that’s going to greatly 
benefit our small businesses, our workers, 
andour economy,’ Joaquin Torres, director 
of the Office of Economicand Workforce 
Development, saidinapress release 
marking the city’s “Phase 2B” of reopening. 

“By buying local, we can keep our 
purchasing power within our communities, 
help sustain our businesses and their 
workers and emerge from this pandemica 
morevibrantand resilient San Francisco,” 
Torres added. 

Fog Cityin Levi's Plazais one of the 
restaurants that opened for outdoor table 







service last Friday, June 12. Diners quickly 
materialized. 

“People are super excited to sit down 
and be waited on,” says Fog City’s general 
manager, Brett Maurice. “They're sick of 
eating at home.” 

Mauriceis optimistic that the change 
willimprove his restaurant’s bottom line. 
Last month, he says, the eatery was only 
bringingin about 12 percent ofitsnormal 
business asa take-out operation. 

Fog Cityis operating six ofits 10 outdoor 
tables to maintain social distancing and 
comply with city regulations. Theyare 
currently serving walk-ins only, but other 
restaurants are only accepting reservations, 
soit’s wise to check before going. 

Restaurants that are already approved 
for outdoor dining can openimmediately, 
aslongas tables are spaced six feet apart. 
Tables are limited to six people — unless the 
entire partyis from thesame household. 
Diners will be able to take off their masks to 
eat, but must put them back on whenever 
they leave their table, go indoors, orusethe 
restroom. 


iete., 


As of Monday, June 15, retail stores 
may allowindoor shopping, aslongas they 
adhere to new safety regulations intended 
topromote social distancing — including 
operatingat 50 percent capacity. The city’s 
two largest shopping malls, Stonestown 
and Westfield San Francisco Centre, 
reopenedas part of this phase. Inaddition 
tosmall outdoor gatherings with masks 
and social distancing, Phase 2B allows 
non-emergency medical appointments and 
indoor household services. 

As forthe healthimplications of outdoor 
dining, Dr. Peter Chin-Hong, an infectious 
disease specialist at UCSE thinks the city 
is ready for this new phase. “Overalll’m 
okwithit,’ he says, “With that said, there 
are things that diners need to think about 
when they goto different places. You have to 
assess the COVID IQ of the restaurant.” 

Herecommendslooking toseeifallthe 
wait staff are wearing masks and practicing 
social distancing, andnoting whether 
hand sanitizer and handwashing stations 
are readily available. Using “inside voices,” 
diningin small groups, and limiting shared 


touchpoints willalso help. Fog City, for 
instance, is encouraging diners tolookat the 
menuon their phonesusinga QR code. 

The many restaurants not currently 
designed for outdoor dining, as wellas 
stores hoping toincrease their capacity, 
can apply to extend their footprint on to 
the sidewalk orintoa parkinglane through 
the city’s Shared Spaces program. Aslong 
asrestaurants’ sidewalk dining plans leave 
curb rampsaccessible, allowatleast 6 feet for 
pedestrianstowalk, anddemonstrateproof 
ofliabilityinsurance, they can set up tables 
immediately afterapplying. Restaurantswill 
onlybecontactedif the Office of Economicand 
Workforce Development, theagencyrunning 
theprogram, identifiesan issue. However, 
restaurantsneedextraapprovals from the 
state Alcoholic Beverage Control department 
inordertoserveboozylibationsat sidewalk 
tables. 

Ofcourse, fewsidewalksin the cityare 
wideenough forthesekindsofsetups.Some 
restaurants may opt toconvert curbside 
parking spacesinto outdoor diningareas, 
whichrequires explicit cityapproval. 


Asof Tuesday, June 16, thecityhad received 
361 Shared Spacesapplications, including 
285 applications forsidewalkspace,219 
applications forparkinglanespace,and143 for 
bothsidewalkspaceandparkinglanespace. 

MichaelAzoulay, owner of Chouquet’sin 
Pacific Heights, got theparkingspacein front 
ofhisrestaurant converted toatakeout waiting 
arealastmonth—nowit'sfilledwith tables. 
Balboa Cafein Cow Hollow, anotheroneofthe 
restaurantsalreadyopen foroutdoor dining, is 
waiting onapprovalsforaparklet out front. 

Azoulaywashappytowelcomeback diners, 
butisstilldeeplyconcernedabouthislongterm 
prospects. ‘It'sastepintheright direction, but 
Idon'tknowifitwillbeenoughtobe honest. 
Thecost of doing businessin San Francisco 
issohigh, with halfthecapacityandhalfthe 


revenue, it’shardtosurvive.” 


Benjamin Schneider covers news 
for SF Weekly. 


yp @ urbenschneider 


“WILL SCHOOLS BE OPEN IN THE FALL?” 


Local journalism keeps us 
informed. Tell your legislators 
to save local journalism. 


cnpa.com/legal/savelocaljournalis 
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Activists Continue Fight For Food Justice 


The legacy of the Black Panthers lives on, as organizers feed demonstrators and plant urban farms. 
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an 
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Organizers from the East Oakland Collective put together meal kits. 


By Emily Zhang 


Therosiests depictions of mid century 
America tend to focus on the rise of the 
middle class, the elegant contours of classic 
cars, andthe triumph of the aerospace 
industry. 

But theinequalities at the very 
foundation of the American experiment 
were not vanquished by The Allies. In fact, 
the end of the war effort — andthe sudden 
transition away from price controls and 
rationing — led to soaring food prices, 
especially for fresh produce. In 1946, then- 
President Harry Truman established the 
National School Lunch Act, which provided 
free meals to publicschoolstudents through 
federal subsidies. 

Demand washigh. Morethan 7 million 
children joined the programin its first year. 

Truman’s program didnot address the 
mostimportant meal of the day, however, 
and without breakfast, many children were 
showing up toschoolhungry. In 1966, 
the USDA began apilot project that would 
ultimately becomeits School Breakfast 


Program. But that initiative was rolled out 
in predominantlyruralareas, and didn't 
reach low-income students living in major 
cities. 

And soit was that an Oakland-born 
organization often remembered for 
popularizing slogans like “Black Power” 
andiconography like the clenchedblack 
fist — asymbolof solidarity within the 
Black community —launcheda breakfast 
program ofits own. 

The Black Panther Partylaunchedits 
Free Breakfast for School Children Program 
in 1969 at St. Augustine’s Churchin 
Oakland’s Upper Telegraph neighborhood. 
Community groups andlocal businesses 
donated groceries like grits, eggs, and milk. 
Volunteers prepared and distributed the 
breakfasts. As donations grew, the program 
expanded, and bythe end of the year, the 
program wasin 23 cities across the country. 
Ithad fed more than 20,000 children. 

Like Black Lives Matter, the Black 
Panthers were founded in the wake of the 
police killing ofan unarmed Blackman — 
Matthew Johnson, whowas shotandkilled 
while running away froma San Francisco 
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patrolman in 1966. The organization was 
among the first to provide strategies for 
self-defense and challenge police brutality 
against Black Americans. And, like Black 
Lives Matter, the Black Panthers were often 
met with skepticism in the mainstream 
media, where authority figures sought to 
paint themas militant and radical. J. Edgar 
Hoover, the first director of the FBI, called 
the Black Panthers the “greatest threat to 
theinternal security ofthe country.” 

Butin addition to raising the hackles of 
men like Hoover — by embracing socialist 
ideologies and openly carrying firearmsin 
public— the Black Panthers also challenged 
the status quo byaddressing a wide range 
of socio-economicissues. They called for 
medical care, legal aid, housing justice, 
andan end tojob discrimination. And, 
through their free breakfast program, they 
demonstrated that food access intersects 
withissues like racism and poverty. 

Inspiredin part by the Black Panthers, 
the USDA continued serving morning 
meals tolow-incomestudents, andin 1975 
the School Breakfast Program became 
permanent after many years of continuing 
from temporary approval to temporary 


EOC Facebook 


approval. It currently serves over 13 million 
children across 90,000 schools each day. 
“Their model was, we do for ourselves,” 
says Candice Elder, founder and executive 
director of East Oakland Collective (EOC). 
“We don'trely on the government. The 
Black Panthers starting that program 
in Oaklandand spreading it across the 
country forced the federal government to 
beaccountable, andactuallyimplementa 
federal free breakfast program for school 
children.” 


FOOD JUSTICE 


The Black Panther’s free breakfast 
program isan example of whatis known 
todayas “foodjustice.” Atthe most 
basiclevel, foodjusticeis about feeding 
communities, but those who workin the 
field will say that it’s about more than simply 
ending hunger. Foodjustice initiatives are 
intended to help communities grow, sell, 
and consume nutritious food —andto 
work toward equitable food access as they 
dismantle the oppressive structures that 
create food inequalities in the first place. 

“Food gives people direct access to power 
that’s exclusive orisn'tavailable,” says 
Antonio Roman-Alcala, a Berkeley based 
food researcher, organizer, and director of 
the Agroecology Organizing Project. The 
way Roman-Alcala seesit, none of us have 
much control over our food, andthe most 
vulnerable have the least amount of control. 

Low-income people of colorare 
disproportionately affected by inequities 
baked into our food system. Black American 
households are almost three times more 
likely to face food insecurity than White 
ones, and 60 percent more likelyto be 
diagnosed with diabetes. Povertyisa 
significant risk factor for diabetes, and 
residents in low-income neighborhoods 
often struggle with access to healthy and 
unprocessed foods. 

Inspired by the food justice advocacy 
tradition of the Black Panthers, local 
activists continue to fight for foodjusticein 
low-income Bay Area communities. 

These efforts have, in part, taken 
shapein the form of urban farms. City 
Slicker Farms, founded in 2001, grows 
foodata discount for locals. Farms to 
Growhelps Blackand other traditionally 
underrepresented farms tend sustainable 
foods. Phat Beets Produceruns youth 
gardens and weekly farmers marketsin 
North Oakland. Planting Justice has built 
over 450 permaculture gardens across the 
Bay Area toimprove access to nutritious 
foods, employing formerly incarcerated 
peoplewithaliving wage. 

“Alot ofareasin Oakland were farmland 
before development,’ says Elder. “Alot of 
communities of color have always been 


farmers. We have farmingin our history. We 
hear alot of stories from black, brown, and 
indigenous Oakland residents about their 
families growing food in their backyards. So 
it'sno surprise that yousee the emergence 
of urban farmsin Oakland.” 

EOC practices “food reparations,” where 
they pickup gourmet leftovers from tech 
companies in Silicon Valley, drive back 
to Oakland, and redistribute it to those 
in need. According to Elder, hundreds of 
volunteers have also delivered over 30,000 
lunches and hygiene kits to unhoused folks 
through their Feed the Hood program. 

Over the past fewweeks, as protesters 
havetaken tothe streets to hold 
demonstrations against police brutality, 
Oakland foodjustice organizations have 
also taken action. Black Earth Farms 
Collective announced that they were 
donating free food to Black people who 
have been arrested, injured, or traumatized 
during protests — as wellas for thosewho 
have been organizing bail funds and medical 
resources. 

Raised Roots partnered with Oakland 
bakery Natty Cakes to donate meals to 
protesters. People’s Breakfast Oakland 
createda fund for bail and legal support. 
They also organized to fill virtual 
courtrooms during hearings of those 
arrested while protesting. 

EOCdistributed foodand supplies to 
both protesters and businesses that have 
opened their doors as resting stops. They 
partnered with Women Sound Off, an 
Oakland-based organization forwomen 
and non-binary creatives, to organize 
medical kits for protesters. They’vealso 
been carrying backpacks with supplies 
to protests, in case anyoneneeds on-the- 
ground help, and donating kits to activists. 

While Oakland organizations 
continually respond to community needs, 
some also look tothe past forasense of 
direction. 

“We honor the wisdom of our elders and 
ancestors whose recipes hold the stories 
of oursurvival,’ the Oakland-based food 
and political education project, People’s 
Kitchen Collective, wrotein astatementto 
SF Weekly. “We look to the Free Breakfast 
Program from the Black Panther Party for 
Self Defense. In ourkitchen, food has flavor. 
Our recipes dismantle white supremacy.” 


Emily Zhang is an intern for 
SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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Local Dispensaries Announce Layoffs 


Slower sales, Supply chain issues, and a string of burglaries have hurt San Francisco's cannabis industry. 


By Zack Ruskin 


Thehopethat San Francisco’s cannabis 
industry would survive COVID-19 
unscathed has goneupin smoke. Now, 
over three months after the city’s shelter- 
in-place orders first went into effect, at 
least two local pot shops have announced 
workforcereductionsasaresult of reduced 
sales. 

Lastweek, The Apothecarium furloughed 
roughly 20 percentofitsstaff. Withlocationsin 
the Castro, Marina,andSoMa, Apothecarium 
isoneofthemost prominentlocalchainson 
San Francisco’slegalcannabisscene. 

Asco-founderandCEO Ryan Hudson 
explained, increasedonlinesalesintheform 
of deliveryand pick-up havenotmade-up 
forthemassive hit tofoot trafficcausedby 
thepandemicandtherelated cityand state 
restrictions. 

“Eventhoughonline orders for delivery 
andpickup haveincreased significantly, our 
businessis facingadifficulttime,’ Hudson said 
inastatement provided toSF Weekly. 

Fromalocalindustrystandpoint, the 
timingof COVID-19 couldnothavebeen 


Monday to Friday 10am-/7pm e 


worse. Notonlywas2020settobethefirstyear 
that San Francisco fullyembraceditsnewevent 
permitting policy —first showcasedatlast 
year's Outside Lands Festival—theshutdown 
ordersalsoarrivedaboutamonthbefore4/20; 
theannualcannabisholidaytraditionally 
accounts fora sizable portion of yearlyrevenue 
for dispensaries. 

Inaddition tothe furloughs, Hudsonalso 
confirmed that “amuchsmallernumber’” of 
employees were laid-offasaresult of financial 
hardships— 25 peoplewereaffectedin total. 

“Thesewerevery difficult decisions 
involvingstaffers weloveandrespect, his 
statement concluded. “Asbusinessreturns 
tonormal, wehopetowelcomebackour 
furloughed staff? 

Themessageissimilarat SPARC, whichalso 
hasthreelocationsthroughoutthecity. 

Speaking with the Bay Area Reporter, 
SPARC’s Michael Bossart confirmed that 
the company recently furloughed seven 
employees from their staff of 120. (SPARC 
didnot respond to multiple requests for 
comment.) Bossart further said that 
internal reorganization, role consolidation, 
and executive team salary pay cuts were 


also beingimplementedas cost-saving 
measures. 

Inaddition to reduced profits asa result 
of COVID-19 restrictions, thereisalsothe 
matter of the spree dispensary break-ins. 
As protests over the murder of George 
Floydreacheda boiling point during the 
last weekend in May, dispensaries in San 
Franciscoandacross California were hit in 
what appear to be pre-plannedattacks. 

Both SPARCand Apothecarium were 
among thelocal pot shops targeted, which 
ledto temporary closures as wellas damage 
and property losses. Whileit’s undoubtedly 
achaoticmomenttobealegal dispensary 
right now, thereach of COVID-19 extends 
beyond the customer-facing aspects of the 
industry, too. 

Astheco-founder of Potli, Christine 
Yiapproaches the industry froma 
manufacturer’s viewpoint. Along withher 
businesspartner, Felicity Chen,thetwoproduce 
bothTHCinfusedpantryproducts, likeoliveoil 
andhoney,aswellasaCBD-onlyline.Since2018, 
Potlihasoperatedoutofafadlityinthe Bayview— 
oneoftheonlyareasinSanFrandscowherenon- 


retailcannabisbusinessesareallowed. 


According to Yi, logisticshavebeen Potli's 
biggesthurdlesince COVID-19hit. 

“That's probably howthepandemichas 
impactedusmost directly,” YitoldSF Weekly. 
“Wegetalotofourjarsandbottlesfrom 
China, sowestarted feeling the effectsofthat 
very early-on. Leadtimeshavebeen longer. 
WiththeCBD sideofthebusiness,atone 
point, shipping to our customerswas taking 
10businessdays. That'saneternityinthe 
e-commerceworld.” 

Despitethesehurdles, Yireportsthat Potli 
has“fared okay” overall thus far. She doesvoice 
concern, however, that the bullseyeapparently 
hovering over California’slegal operatorsatthe 
momentmaycausethemtobemorefrugalin 
whatandhowtheyordermoving forward. 

“Wehaven'thad damagedstorefronts 
oranythinglikethat,’ Yinoted, “butour 
businessisn'tbuiltarounda high-frequency 
product, likeprerolls, sol dothinkretailersare 
potentially goingtobemoremindfulofwhat 
theycarryandthatcoulddefinitelyimpactus.” 

Intotal, thereare currently34 dispensaries 
legally operatingin San Francisco. Factorin 
manufacturers, distributors, cultivators,and 
deliveryservices operating within thecity 
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3585 California St., S.F., CA 94118 


In the Laurel Village shopping center 
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TEMPORARY STORE HOURS 


Sat9am-7pm e 


SENIOR (65+) ONLY SHOPPING TIMES 
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andthenumberofSan Franciscansrelyingon 
regulated cannabis fortheirlivelihoods grows 
evenlarger. 

Shouldtheybeworried? That’swhat 
industryveteran DavidBienenstockthinks. 

InanemailtoSFWeekly, thelongtime 
cannabisreporterandco-hostonthepopular 
Great Momentsin Weed Historywith 
Abdullahand Bean podcast suggested that 
recent furloughsandlayoffsweremerely fresh 
symptoms ofalong-established condition. 

“The challengesfacingthecannabis 
industrylongpredatebothcoronavirusand 
therecent civilunrest aroundabusive policing,” 
Bienenstocksaid. “These layoffsshowthat 
even long-established brandsandretailers 
nowfaceafuturethat'suncertainatbest. Weed 
mayindeedproverecession-proof, but with 
dispensary pricessohigh duetotaxesand 
regulations, will consumersincreasinglymove 
intotheunregulatedmarket?” 


Zack Ruskin covers cannabis, 
culture and music for SF Weekly. 


y @zackruskin 


Sun 9 am - 6 pm 


We will be temporarily modifying our hours to prepare our stores to better serve you. 
Our personal shopping service will not be available during this time. 


Thank you, 


The Cal-Mart Team 


Main 415.751.3516 ¢ Deli 415.751.6453 ¢ Antonelli Brother’s Meat 415.752.7413 ¢ Sweet Things Bakery 415.221.8583 
www.CalMartSF.com 
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Activists Amplify Message With Mobile Technology 


A woman holds her fist in the air and a phone in her hand during arecent protest outside San Francisco City Hall. 


By Chiara Bercu 


Backin April, organizers spoke outin 
support of No NewSF Jail’s campaign to 
close the seismically unsafe 850 Bryant 
Street jail in San Francisco, abuilding that’s 
been marked for demolition since 1996. 
With sewage floods, noxious fumes, and 
overcrowding, the jail has posed severe 
dangers to the people kept within it — 
whose lives have been ever more threatened 
during COVID-19.Asthe date approached 
for SF’s Board of Supervisors to voteon 
thejail’s closure, supporters from across 
the country steppedin to put pressure on 
council members. Organizers with groups 
like the SF Youth Commission andthe Arab 
Resource and Organizing Center held signs 
demanding that the jail be closedand that 
thenearly 800 people inside be released 
without transfer. Theaction drewsupport 
from hundreds of protesters — andall ofit 
was on Twitter. 

Like many other grassroots groups 
organizing during the pandemic, the No 
New ‘SF Jail coalition has been forced to 
expandits use of virtual tactics. According 
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to Mohamed Shehk, national mediaand 
communications director for Critical 
Resistance and key organizer with 
ShutDown850, the shelter-in-place order 
drove him andhis colleagues to get creative 
with tools for action andengagement. 

When the order came down, the coalition 
used virtual tactics to amplify existing 
campaign efforts, whichstartedin 2015. 
ShutDown850 provided email scripts to 
decision-makers and templates for social 
media, encouraging supporters to tag 
council members directly. Protesters posted 
images of themselves online holding signs 
in support of the jail’s losure—an action 
that gave the “#ShutDown850” hashtag 
enough support to trend on Twitter, 
bringing publicattention to the campaign. 
Alongside the photo action, the coalition 
organized “call-in days” andhad people 
“give publiccomment during city meetings 
over thephone,’ Shehk says. 

With the help of the virtual actions, the 
No New‘SF Jail coalition won the support of 
Supervisors Dean Preston, Aaron Peskin, 
and Gordon Mar, and secured the victory 
its organizers had long fought for.On May 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


12, SF's Board of Supervisors approved the 
jail’s closure, passing the ordinance witha 
vote of 10-1. 

During the shelter-in-place, grassroots 
organizations have expanded their internal 
infrastructures for communication and 
broadened the scope of their tactics, 
seemingly for good. Across the left, activists 
like Shehk have doubled-down on virtual 
campaigns, using online tools toincrease 
access and opportunities for at-home 
engagement. Instagram, Facebook, and 
Twitter have propellednewmodes of action; 
Zoom has supported communications 
and coalition-building; livestreamsand 
webinars have offered ways of “gathering” 
collectively. By embracing these virtual 
tools, grassroots organizations have created 
new opportunities to participate in their 
movements and built structures that will 
changeactive engagement moving forward. 

“People are realizing that there’s more 
ways of participating, that there’s more 
ways of being present, that there’s more 
ways of connecting,’ says Jay Salazar, 
organizer with the Disability Justice Culture 
Club— “and that changes the game.” 


ine xi 





Kevin N. Hume 


Inanemail exchange with trans activist 
andacademic Dean Spade, he enumerated 
formesome of themany modes of online 
participation taking form in grassroots 
work. Emergent practices range from 
“people using Google Forms to sign up 
volunteers and get requests for aid,” to 
crowd-fundinginitiatives for bail or housing 
costs, to “people linking up to prison pen 
pals through online lists coordinated by 
groupslike Black & Pink.” Spade alsonoted 
the use of webinars to “share information, 
analysis, andskills,” andthe organization of 
“mass call-ins for clemency petitions or to 
get charges dropped against folks.” 


PUBLIC ACTION 


Yet as protests surge over the police 
killings of Black Americans across the 
country — including George Floyd, 
Erik Salgado, Tony McDade, Italia Kelly, 
Marrero Desto, Breonna Taylor, andso 
many others — organizers on the left 
are seeing a renewed need for in-person 
action. Theirreconcilable tragedies of 
police violence have catalyzed public 


protests nationwide, forwarding demands 
to defund police departments and build 
localized alternatives. As organizers wrestle 
with competing needs for public protest 
and public health precautions during the 
pandemic, virtual accessibility tools have 
becomeacrucial part of the movement. 

OnJune3, the Oakland-based Anti 
Police-Terror Project organizeda “Fuck Your 
Curfew’ rallyin downtown Oakland, which 
joined virtualandin-person protesters in 
defiance of the East Bay curfew order. The 
event drewthousands of demonstrators 
to theintersection of 14th Street and 
Broadway, where they deliberately broke 
the 8pm Alameda County curfew, which 
had been issued to restrict the protests that 
erupted after Floyd was killedon May 25. 

The Seniorand Disability Action 
organization had supporters at home 
post photos of themselves with 
#FuckYourCurfew and #SitInForOurYouth 
hashtags— allowing disabled, senior, 
andimmunocompromised people 
uncomfortable attending to show solidarity 
with others downtown. Images on social 
media show protesters takingakneeor 
holding their fists up outside their houses, 
and displaying signsin support of Black 
livesand the movements against state 
violence. Those protesting at home could 
participate in the event through the 
Facebook livestream, which was captioned 
in real-time with American Sign Language 
interpreters. 

As organizers expand their use of 
online tools, manyare realizing broader 
needs for accessibility. At DJCC, members 
“understand thatlam standing right 
next toyou, andlam fighting with you 
and for you, evenifIcan’t physically be 
there,’ Salazar says. The use of Zoom and 
livestreams — and theneed for them — 
“isnot somethingnew, headds. People 
who haveimmunosuppression, chemical 
sensitivities, and physical or mental 
disabilities have been using virtual tools like 
Zoom, andarguing for online accessibility, 
foralongtime. 

These online tools provide more “options 
to participate,” says Salazar, ‘tobe part of 
the communities and the spaces that are 
affecting us or benefiting us or part of our 
lives.” 


VIRTUAL ACCESS 


“Activists as a wholeare catching up 
with the disability rights and disability 
activists,” says Piper Wheeler, co-founder 
of Rad Mission Neighbors, an organization 
devoted to prison abolition and 
decriminalizing sex workin SF. 

Using virtual access measures has 
helped accommodate those systemically 
vulnerable to violence, as well. Virtual 
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actions have provided “an opportunity 

for people that are at highriskbeingon 
thestreets to participate,’ says Janetta 
Johnson, executive director of Transgender 
Gender-Variant & Intersex Justice Project 
(TGIJP), an abolitionist group supporting 
Blacktrans women inside and outside of 
prisons across California. 

Asmovements against police violence 
power ahead, groups like the Bay Area Anti- 
Repression Committee have used their 
social media accounts to garner donations 
for bail and legal support, share resources, 
promote text actions, and organize call-ins 
tolegislators. Thenewcrowd-sourced 
initiative Defund12 provides pre-written 
email scripts online, organized bystate, 
which demand legislative officials reallocate 
police budgets to “education, social services, 
and dismantling racial injustice.” Webinars 
like Justice Teams Network's “We Take Care 
of Us” series have gained ground, as well, 
amplifying transformative justice workand 
community-led alternatives to policing. 

Online, “itseems like people hear 
you better,’ says Johnson, whose staff 
members at TGIJP juggle administrative 
tasks with their work on the frontlines of 
themovement. Since the stay-at-home 
order, the organization has hadmore time 
topromote TGIJP and get the support they 
need. “This virtual outlet has beena good 
tool to use your voice and to express yourself 
inaway, she says. Though theinitial 
transition to remote communications was 
“very uncomfortable,” virtual tools have 
since helped TGIJP collaborate with other 
organizers and put energy toward elements 
of the work they didn’t have the time to 
before. 

“It’s one of those things where the more 
you putintoit, the more you get out of it,” 
says Wheeler of social media organizing. 
Since the shelter-in-place orders were 
issued, Rad Mission Neighbors hasramped 
up their presence online andseen alot more 
support on their platforms. Last month, 
Rad Mission Neighbors helda virtual panel 
with the Tenderloin Museum on theimpact 
of COVID-19 on sex workers — an event 
promoted widely on social platforms in the 
weeks leadingup toit. 

“Ithink people who are engaged in local 
politics and following local news largely 
kind of live on Twitter,’ Wheeler says — 
“especiallyin San Francisco.” 


SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT 


Holding events online seems to 
encourage more people to participate, 
too. “It’s easier for people,” says Wheeler, 
noting that she’s seen an array of new faces 
at monthly meetings for Rad Mission 
Neighbors since the organization went 
virtual. 

Inthe past few months, East Oakland 
Collective has seen asurge of engagement, 
with over 200 applications fromnew 
volunteers. Founder and Executive 
Director Candice Elder attributes much of 
the organization's recent “traction” to the 
success ofits virtual platforms. 

“We've always used social mediaas one 
of ourlargest tools,’ Elder says. “That’s how 


we docallstoaction andmobilize people.” 
During shelter-in-place, the organization 
has extended existing support of Oakland's 
unhoused peopleto supply hot meals, 
hygiene kits, PPE, andsanitization products 
toup to30local curbside communities. 

With the help of promotionon 
Instagram and Facebook, EOC organized 
call-ins to persuade Oakland city council 
members to secure a moratorium on 
encampment sweeps. In work with “No 
Vacancy! California,’ the Collective fought 
to provide hotel stays for the unhoused 
and predominantly Black communities 
who have been structurally endangered 
in the crisis. EOC’s GoFundMecampaign 
toprovide hotelsupport for unhoused 
communities in Oaklandhas so far raised 
over $90,000. 

For organizers like Elder andJohnson, 
communicating remotely has allowedthem 
togivemoretothework. “I actually lovethe 
Zoomilife,” Elder says. Nowthat shecan 
take calls on-the-go, Elder can multi-task 
and focus more of her time on distributing 
resources. Working remotely has expedited 
EOC’sinternal communications and 
supported their coalitions with Oakland 
Frontline Healers and Black Cultural Zone, 
aswell. 

“I don’t think that this virtual thing has 
pulledus apart,’ Johnson says. “Ithinkit 
has pulled us closer.’ In fact, makingsome of 
the administrative work remote has worked 
sowell that she might want to “keepit up” 
once the shelter-in-place is lifted. 


LONG-TERM AGENDAS 


While communicating online has 
madesome things easier, however, it’s also 
increased threats to security. On third-party 
platforms, organizers on theleft haveseen 
arecent surgein doxing and security breach 
attempts. “Like all the other stuff we use — 
cars, stores, all forms of technology —we 
have to be criticaland thoughtful because 
these things were designed by/for systems 
of extraction,’ Spade wrote inanemail. As 
online tools take holdin organizing work, 
we have tobe “cautious about surveillance 
and other tendencies within those forms.” 

Andevenas they embrace virtual tactics, 
organizers remain unshaken about the 
primacy of in-person action. While they 
have their placein campaign strategy, 
virtual tactics will never “replace doing 
things in person or developing relationships 
in person,” Shehk says. Real relationship- 
buildingis simply “more difficult virtually,” 
says Wheeler, whose connections on-the- 
ground have been avital part of her workin 
the Mission. 

It’snot that virtual tools are going to 
become “the ‘newway to do things,” says 
Salazar — they’rejust another way for 
“additional people to participate in the 
movement.” 

And despite the surge of online 
engagement seen during the pandemic, 
organizers are ever wary of shifting public 
attention and theneed for sustained 
support. ‘As organizers, we re keenly aware 
that the attention thatis currentlyon 
ourmovement can shift at any moment,” 


Burch says. Though people can participate 
with virtual tactics and one-offactions, 
grassroots movements need sustained 
engagement to have impact. 

“We stillhave to maintain that thisis 
along-term project,’ says Shehk. Asthe 
long-sought closure of the 850 Bryant 
Street jail demonstrates, meaningful 
change happens on broader scales — andit 
“takes organizations,’ Shehk says, “notjust 
individuals.” 

Moving forward, the challenge will 
be “whether we can translate virtual 
meetings and social media organizinginto 
relationships that are durableand closeand 
ongoing,” says Wheeler. “That’s an open 
question.” 

Yet the tools used for online accessin 
this time— and thevoices they've helped 
to empower — are sure to remaina part of 
organizingin the future. In Salazar’svision 
for publicengagement moving forward, in- 
person events will meet the needs of those 
at home, inand beyond organizing spheres. 
At public gatherings, people willlivestream 
withlaptopsand phones — “not only 
representing themselves, but representing 
another person that couldn't be there.” 

Evenif the pandemic ends today, 

“there willstill beaneed for virtual 
communication,” says Salazar — 
something organizers on the left have 
begun torecognize. As the Anti Police- 
Terror Project looks toapost-COVID era 
in organizing, Burchis certain that APTP 
will “always havean online component” 
totheir work. Nowthat they’veseen how 
it’s possible, Rad Mission Neighbors plans 
to “continue to use online meetings” and 
“encourage people to callin” toin-person 
events to increase accessibility. 

In San Francisco, grassroots groups on 
the left are working to better align their 
agendas with the “larger picture of the 
Black Lives Matter movement and police 
and prison abolition,” says Wheeler. As 
organizers move for unified action, tools 
for online access becomeall themore 
important. “Thisisamoment where we're 
trying tomake sure that we don'tinvisibilize 
any groups of people,’ Burch says. “That 
the most vulnerableamongus, andthe 
most repressedamongus, are lifted up to 
the forefront of ourmovement so they can 
make their demands heard.” 

As modes of virtual access continue to 
expand during COVID-19, and uplift those 
who ve been barred from participating, 
organizers are charting a newerain public 
action. “There’s no going back” tothe 
engagement we ve seen as “normal,” Salazar 
says. There’snogoing back.” 





Chiara Bercuis acontributor to 
SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com 
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ZOOMED OUT 
Working From Home Has Always Been A Drag 














Anna Wiener and Ellen Ullman’'s tech industry memoirs remind us of what we already know. 
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After three months of working from home, many of us are discovering it’s not all it’s cracked up to be. 


By Benjamin Schneider 


Wearing the same threadbare sweatpants 
as yesterday, a San Francisco tech worker 
checks her overflowing inbox while eating 
asad cup of yogurt. Glancingin the mirror 
before the next video conference, she checks 
tosee that shelooks reasonably presentable, 
at least from the shoulders up. Ignoring 
calls from friends, she drops everythingto 
pickup theboss’ butt dial. As yet another 
workday ends, the pile of laundry — 
strategically pushedjust beyond theview 
of herlaptop’s built-in camera— remains 
unfolded. Walking to the corner store, the 
sun setting over Twin Peaks, itis difficult for 
her to meet the smiling eyes of those passing 
on the sidewalk. 

Over the past three months, experiences 
like these have become familiar to the 
many San Franciscans fortunate enough 
to continue working from home during the 
pandemic. But foratleast twolocalwomen, 
they are nothingnew. Anna Wiener, author 
of this year’s Silicon Valley-skewering hit, 
Uncanny Valley, and Ellen Ullman, author 
of the 1997 tech industry memoir, Close 
to the Machine, articulated the remote 
worker's malaise long before Jack Dorsey 
pledged tolet his white collar staffers stay 


home forever. 

Without intending to, Wiener and 
Ullman penned two of the most salient 
texts of the social distancing era, reflecting 
our strangenewnormalbackat us, while 
contemporary culture— Chromeo’s 
Quarantine Casanova notwithstanding — 
races tocatchup. 

Andit appears Uncanny Valley and Close 
tothe Machine's accounts of working from 
home will remain resonant for months. 
While public life in San Franciscois slowly 
resuming, downtown office buildings and 
Peninsula tech campuses remain empty, 
thanksin large part to Silicon Valley's ability 
to get much ofits essential business done 
withjustalaptopanda WiFiconnection. 

That makes these memoirs, which 
illuminate the profound changes thetech 
industry has wrought on San Franciscoand 
the world over the past two decades, doubly 
relevant. As Wiener and Ullman show, 
the pathologies that working from home 
can produce are inextricably linked tothe 
platforms andthe culture of the industry 
that makes it possible. 


KEEPING UP APPEARANCES 


Ullman worked from homeasa freelance 
software developerinthe’90s, atatime 
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when remote work was highly unusual. 
While thenature of remote work, andthe 
number of people engagingin the practice, 
has changed dramatically since then, 

what hasn't changedis the need to “keep 
up the appearance of actual existence,’ as 
Ullman writes. Working from homeisa 
performance, andlikea great actor Ullman 
knows when heracthaslanded. (Speaking 
of great performances andthe ennui 
inherentin repeating the same routine day 
in and day out, Ullman was reportedlyan 
inspiration for Natasha Lyonne’s character 
in Russian Doll.) 

When talking witha client, Ullman 
recounts, ‘Itisasif I have projected myself 
into another universe, where lam dressed 
inablazerand slacks and my hairis washed, 
some place completely discontinuous with 
the universe I inhabit in sweats.” 

This performance can be draining. 
Hanging up the phone and returning to her 
not-so-professional corporeal realityisa 
come-down—atroughin the emotional 
roller coaster thatis remote work. “Click. I 
return to myself, creature swimming alone 
in puddles of time.” 

Working from home foran open source 
software companyin the 2010s, Wiener 
doesn't have the luxury of visualizing 
herselfinto professionalattireanda 


Se Ey, 
aay, 


professional workplace. (Uncanny Valley 
doesn’t use propernouns, but readers 
quickly identified Wiener’s employeras 
GitHub, auser-generated repository of 
computer code). 

Her work-from-home self, andat least 
acertain portion of her work-from-home 
environment, are visible to her coworkers 
during their frequent video conferences. 
This requires new acts of illusion, like 
“frantically tossing visible clutter on top of 
[her] bedand coveringit witha quilt.” 

Wiener captures the “specificintimacy” 
of an office video conference with pinpoint 
accuracy, listening to “everyone breathing, 
sniffling, chewing gum, forgetting to 
mute the microphone before clearing their 
congestion. [liked the banter, the frozen 
mid-sentence faces, the surprise of seeing 
an animal emerging from undera desk. I 
liked watching everyone watch themselves 
while we pretended to watch one another, 
anact of intimate surveillance.” 

When Wiener (virtually) leaves the 
comfort of her team conferences and 
interacts with GitHub users as part of her 
Terms of Service role, she must conceal 
much more than the clutterinherroom. 
Whether she’s responding to mundane 
support requests viainstant message 
or taking down vile content, Wiener 
does her outward-facing work using 
male pseudonyms. “Men, I saw, simply 
responded differently tomen,” shewrites. 
“My male pseudonyms had more authority 
than I did.” 

Wiener creates a virtual identity not out 
of adesire to feel professional, but out ofa 
need to be seen asa professional, ahuman 
being worthy of respect in amisogynistic 
culture. Wiener’s anecdoteillustrates the 
notion that working from home doesnot 
endworkplace discrimination, harassment, 
or exploitation — even ifit provides new 
opportunities to creatively avoidthem. 


ALWAYS ON 


Atleast a toxic physical workplace can 
easily be distinguished fromasafeand 
comfortable home. But when the home 
becomes the workplace, the demands of 
the workplace come home too, becoming 
ubiquitous, inescapable. 

Asaremote worker, Ullman finds that 
sheis “nevernot working.” Social callsand 
meetings with friends “must be refused,” 
shewrites, “because itis possible that from 
onemoment to thenext! will get backto 
something.” 

Wiener, by contrast, feels asif she’snever 
actually working. “Thejobasked so little of 
me, might have forgotten Ihadit — except 
forthe fact that itrequired me tobe online,” 
shewrites. Wiener’s “true work’ is “toggling 
between tabs;” not only answering 
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messages on Slack, but endlessly browsing 
the internet and puttingin work for Google, 
Facebook, and Twitter. 

The denizens of social media, everyone 
Wiener knows, are her other coworkers, 
consuming ASMR videos and viral 
recipes for chicken thighs together. Other 
than generating ad revenue for faceless 
corporations, the fruits of their labor 
don’tamount to much. “Mybrain had 
becomeatrash vortex,” Wiener writes of 
constantly being online during the workday, 
“representations upon representations.” 

Inher pre-social media world, Ullman 
finds solidarity where she can, too. Living 
and workinginaloftin San Francisco's 
“Multimedia Gulch” — a moniker for 
SoMa that burst alongwith the dot-com 
bubble— Ullmanis part ofa community of 
remote workers whom she knows by “their 
overattention tolittleinteractions with 
waiters and cashiers, asupersensivtivity 
that comes from too much time spent 
alone.” 

Like Wiener’s colleagues, who are 
“allmoreawkwardin person than in the 
company chat rooms,’ Ullman’s fellow 
virtual workers struggle to readjust toin- 
person communication. It’s a disturbing 
thought experiment hanging over the rest 
ofus. Just howawkward will we be when we 
can go back to work — or toaconference, or 
abar, oraparty? 

Whatever highs andlows and absurdity 
Wiener and Ullman endure, the cityis still 
out there, pulsing with life, and changing 
at warp speedin the years separating their 
memoirs. Ullman cruises through town 
in herred sportscar, Wiener on herbike. 
Ullman navigates an edgy tech culture of 
cyberpunks and hackers, Wiener reckons 
with the astonishing wealth and power of 
“arrogant youngmen from America’s soft 
suburbs.” Ullman unabashedlyindulges 
in the city’s high-end restaurants andelite 
cultural scene, Wiener does so witha heavy 
sense of guilt about the city’s gentrification 
and inequality. 

But these changes palein comparison 
to San Francisco’s current state, where 
for months, the only thingmany people 
could do outside of the homewas go fora 
walk. NowasSan Franciscans begin to step 
out more boldly, perhaps we'llbeableto 
contextualize what happens to our minds 
and bodies when we work from home. 

Who knows, that trash vortex might 
become fodder for thenext great tech 
memoir. 


Benjamin Schneider covers news 
for SF Weekly. 


y @ urbenschneider 


You Have The Right To Remain Filming 
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In California, it is legal to film police while they are working in public. 


By Christopher Dolan 
S Emile Davis 


This week's question comes from Kimmy, 
whowrites: “Thave attended recent Black 
Lives Matter protests to bring awareness 
to excessive force by police against African 
Americans. At the last protest I attended, 
apolice officer blocking an intersection 
toldme to put my phone down andsaid 
Icouldn't film him. Ihave seenmany 
videos from these protests andI wanted to 
document the protest myself. Am Iallowed 
to film police officers?” 

Kimmy, you raise avery important 
question. Many have seen the sickening 
cell phone footage of George Floyd with 
a police officer’s knee on his neck. We 
have seen even more cell phone videos of 
police abuse duringsome recent protests. 
These recordings havemadea significant 
impact on the public’s perception of 
systemic racism within police forces and 
are actingasa catalyst for change. This 
makes the conditions under which citizens 
mayrightfully document the activities 
of lawenforcement officers increasingly 
important to understand. Thisis especially 
critical in your case, as the police officer 
in question asked youspecifically to stop 
filming. 

The right to film police officers raises 
anumber of legal questions pertaining to 
Constitutional First Amendmentissues, as 
wellas California state laws. 

The First Amendment of the United 
States Constitution prohibits the 
government from passing laws that would 
infringe upon, among otherthings, free 
speech, and the freedom of the press. 

Most courts have heldthat the First 
Amendment gives individuals the right to 
document police officers in public while 





_ 


Shutterstock 


theyare performing their duties. 

Inherent in the First Amendmentisthe 
right to freely discuss our government, as 
wellas the freedom of the press and the right 
of the public to have access to information. 
Now that cell phonesand other compact 
filming devices are ubiquitous and social 
media has becomea primary source for 
people to receive their information, “news” 
is increasingly gathered and disseminated 
by members of the public. Fittingly, courts 
have recognized this change andheld that 
the freedom of the press also applies to 
citizenjournalists and documentarians 
just asit does to formal members of the 
press. (Glikv. Cunniffe, 655 F.3d 78 (1st Cir. 
2011).) 

There are limits, however. In California, 
an individual may record an on-duty police 
officer, but maynot do sosurreptitiously 
(the cameramustnotbe concealed or 
hidden). Under California Penal Code 
Section 647, audio recording, and 
potentially videotaping, a police officer 
withaconcealed cameramay constitute 
amisdemeanor. While openly recording 
an officeris legal, the conduct of others 
includedin the audio and video maybe 
protected. California Penal Code632 makes 
itacrime to record or eavesdrop onany 
confidential communication, including 
aprivate conversation or telephone call, 
without the participants’ consent. 

When filming the police, one must 
notinterfere with the duties the officer 
is performing, Itisnot legal tointerfere 
with those duties simply because oneis 
recording. For example, an officer mayneed 
areasonable amount of space to effectively 
detaina person. Evenif one disagrees with 
theright of an officer to detain a person, itis 
not lawful to interfere with an arrest. Ifthe 
officer isnot impeded, itis entirely legal to 
record the officer. 

Anotherimportant limitation tothe 





right to film policeis thatitis lawful only 
on publicareas suchas streets, sidewalks, 
or other public lands. California has anti- 
stalking and “anti-paparazzi” laws which 
make it unlawfultorecordanyoneon 
private property without consent. These 
laws also apply to off duty officers. To 
lawfully documenta police officer, the 
officer must be in the performance of their 
duties andon publicland. 

While itis entirely legal forapersonto 
filma police officer in California within 
these restrictions, itisimportant to use 
common sense. As you discovered, the right 
to film does not mean that the police will 
not confront a person whois filming them 
andaskthem to stop. Ifthis happens, itis 
best to remain calm and polite, and simply 
explain that you are exercising your First 
Amendment rights. Itis alwaysimportant 
tomake sure the officer does not perceive 
a physical threat. Ifusinga phone or small 
recording devicesuchasago-pro, havea 
colorfulcase or cover and never holditina 
manner that mayallowit to be confused by 
an officer as a weapon. Itisnot advisable or 
legal to threaten an officer’s safety. 

Finally, even though filmingis lawful, 
acitizen journalist may still lawfully be 
questioned by alaw enforcement officer, 
though thereis no requirement torespond 
oranswer any questions. And, unlessa 
personis driving, thereisno Californialaw 
that requires a person to providean officer 
with identification. If questioned orasked 
for ID, simply ask “am [being detained, or 
amIfreeto go.” 

The Dolan Law Firm serves clients across 
the San Francisco Bay Areaand California 
from our offices in San Francisco, Oakland, 
and Los Angeles. Ourworkis no recovery, 
nofreeoralsoreferred toas contingency- 
based. That means we collect no feeunless 
we obtain money for your damages and 
injuries. 


Weserve clients across the San Francisco 
BayAreaand California from our officesin 
San Francisco, Oakland, andLos Angeles. 
Ourworkisnorecovery, no freeoralso 
referredto as contingency-based. That 
means we collect no fee unless we obtain 
money foryour damages andinjuries. 


Christopher B. Dolanis owner of 
the Dolan Law Firm. His column 
is sponsored content 


888-452-4752 | dolanlawfirm.com 
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The Kids Are Alright, But They Won't Be The Same 
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Will Vincent is a teacher in the Oakland Unified School District, and, according to his students, a ‘boomer.’ 


By Will Vincent 


Thereisavideo of meon YouTube. Init, my 
eyes dart aroundas [look distractedly at 
theicons and hyperlinks on myscreen. The 
teenagers behind mein uniforms of black 
sweaters and khakipants look curiously 
at the delayedimage of myface.A student 
whoisusually squirrelly squints intently 
and instructs me on whatto click next, 
before commanding another student to 
double check the stream link on Google 
Classroom. Heis totally engaged, hellbent 
onhelpinga “boomer” —Iam32— 
configure a YouTubelivestream so school 
can continue, at leastin a dim imitation of 
itself, during the inevitable school closure 
and quarantine. This was in the last few 
minutes on the last day of school before the 
teacher's unions were able to prod Oakland 
Unified School Districtinto announcing 
school closures through spring break. 
Inthe video, Iseem tobe slightly giddy at 
the prospect of becomingacringe-inducing 
vlogger. lam laughing andlooking at my 
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students offscreen. “Thisis better than 
nothing, right?” laska tech-savvy student 
wholIcan usually count on for validation. 
“Sure, he says. 

This will surely bea punishing experience 
for some students to have towatchmeon 
YouTube. A platform hometoso many 
things their generation loves willbe 
tainted by my online lectures on the straw- 
man fallacy. They willbein thestream’s 
chatroom, asking and answering questions, 
ortheywillspam “f” and pretend tolisten 
while shootingarrowsatablockyskeleton 
in Minecraft, whichis apparently what 
youdo when youwant to snarkilymourn 
afellowsoldierin Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare. 

That first week, Ipumpedall of my 
anxiety about the virus into work. I posted 
links tothe YouTube streams on Google 
Classroom alongwith the assignment for 
the day. [tested out the online quiz platform 
Quizizz, the sterile-yet-useful Actively 
Learn, the grammar program NoRedInk, 
andevena hip-hop based vocabulary 
program called Flocabulary. Most programs 
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are sillier than they are useful, andI quickly 
learned wasusingtoomany online 
learning tools too fast. As an educator, 
Itend to get stuckin the brainstorming 
phase. Theskyis always the limit, and 
thatis the problem. Itookthe demand 

for online learning asa challenge. [would 
adapt, innovate, and create at breakneck 
speed withno heed for what I wouldneed 
tosubsequently grade, follow-up on, and 
refine. ! wouldshoot for themoon and fail. 1 
would landin thesea. 

Eventually, our schoolrolled outamuch 
more realisticplan for online instruction. 
We organized for students to borrow 
Chromebooks if theyneeded one. We 
moved toablock schedule, arranged small 
group tutoring sessions, and created 
disengagement trackers. Judging by other 
teachersin my teaching credential cohort, 
our school moved relatively quickly and 
efficiently. That beingsaid, lam onlyinmy 
third yearasa teacher, sol can’t speak with 
authority on much of anything education- 
related except for the promise of failure. I 
find small successes in students’ glint-eyed 


curiosityand vehemont debates, but at the 
endof the day, lam wracked with guilt for 
those who remain disengaged — those who 
Ican’t quite fully reach. 

YouTube Live poseda good deal of 
issues: how do wemake sure students are 
actually attending class? Dowe count their 
names? Dowemakethem post their notes 
from lecture? Doesit matterif they are 
disengaged? Can wejust teach those who 
want toshowup? Won't thatinevitably 
make those students whoneedmore 
support fall further and further behind? If 
we send them offin groups of five to havea 
“Google Doc Debate” whatis to keep them 
from turning the font-size to112and 
repeatedly pasting “pew-pew-pew’ until 
the documentis so slowittakesa minute to 
registera single click? Icouldonlyasknicely 
that they not mute meand fireupagameof 
Call of Duty, or tend to their farm in Animal 
Crossing. “Please don’t troll” I would say, 
and move to thenext slide on the rhetorical 
techniques used by Sanders and Biden in 
the latest debate. 

We'vesincemoved from YouTube Live to 
Zoom, which brings its own complications. 
Students figured out howto turn their 
faces into green-screenedimages of anime 
characters. [hear 3-year-olds cryingin 
the background. Some students care for 
younger siblings andare falling behindin 
their workasaresult. Fewhavea quiet place 
to bealoneand study. “Please mute yourself 
if there is background noise,’ Isay. They 
unmute themselves oruse the “raise hand” 
function if they havea question. I plead that 
they please just be respectful — that they 
reach out to friends who might be lonely. I 
keep lecturing andasking questions. Iask 
them to “Please, just be decent.” 

Ithinknowmorethan ever we educators 
have toacceptasense of failure ata higher 
degree of magnitudethan mightbe 
comfortable. We have the opportunity to 
help families by giving children asense of 
structure and something to focus on other 
than the pandemic. We can provide aspace 
for students to talkand “hang out,” ifonly 
digitally. Duringa social-emotional learning 
session, lask them: “Howarewe staying 
sane? Which friends can we reach out to 
who might belonely at this time? What can 
we dotostay active?” 

One of my students heard their auntie 
might have the virus, but they were too 
scared toask their parents anymore 
questions. Itellthem 1am so sorry and that 
Ican’timagine what they’re going through. 
Itellthem to help their parents cookand 
clean. Some say theyare bored. Others are 
enjoying the new chunk of screen time that 
quarantine inevitably affords. 

I worry about my students. Itellthem to 
take care of their families first, help outin 
the kitchen, walk outside, jump around. I 





throwtogetheran online D&D campaign on 
Roll20.net, anda groupis now committed 
tomeet up and quest weekly. We play fun 
Marvel, Disney,and pop musictriviaon 
Kahoot, orpictionary on SkribblL io. Still, no 
matter what! do, the moments of shared 
joyare blotted out by that sense of uncanny 
absence, of failure andloss. We can talk 
optimistically about all the tech tools we 

are adding to our toolbox, orabout howa 
struggling studentis nowactually getting 
more attention than ever, but wecannot 
deny what is gone and cannot be gotten 
back. The live debates, literature circle 
discussions, Socratic Seminars, and rituals 
that close out their 8th grade year are simply 
irreplaceable. 

In spite of quarantine and empty 
highways, the air still smells of spring. The 
jasmine tangled up with the chain-link 
fences around myschoolstill make the wind 
smell sweet. I’m feeling wistful for my own 
experience asa teenager, smoothing out 
a graduation gownand squinting into the 
audience of yawning parents. Our school 
usually celebrates the graduating class with 
atrip to Great America, water balloon fights, 
andapark BBQ. Aftera year emphasizing 
academic rigor, weareusuallyableto 
manufacture some sort of catharsis before 
saying goodbye. 

Wehad plans to arrange something 
awkward over our glitchy and crowded 
streaming platforms, butinstead we opted 
to have students drive byand grab their 
diplomas. Our English Language Arts 
tutor had even convinced some students 
to perform Vitamin C’s “Graduation” 
onacoustic guitar. Instead, our dean has 
planned forusto cometogetheronaTBD 
Saturdayin the fall. 

Inthemeantime, we hadadissonant yet 
crushingly precious online karaoke session 
followed bya drive-through farewell. 
Students drove by, grabbed their diplomas, 
their grades, aletter from their sixth 
grade selves, anda set of sound-canceling 
headphones, which was where our Great 
Americamoney went. We hopeit willhelp 
with their inevitable distance-learning 
in the fall. Itwas alittle bleak, but mostly 
sweet. Inevitably, ourrecreation ofan 
endof the year graduation in the fall will 
not feel the same. Still, we will try tofind 
some joy there as we have tried to findjoy 
in our online lessons, even in increasingly 
desperate circumstances — it’s what we 
doas teachers. We will come together, grill 
up some burgers, and throw ourcapsinto 
thesun. 


Will Vincent is a middle school 
teacher in Oakland. 


WW) @willydvincent 
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Oral Reports & Mouthy Men 


A dirty little secret and plenty of cocked-up confusion. 
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Dan's advice for those with questions about blowjobs? Just suck it. 


By Dan Savage 


['ma32-year-old straight guy. My wife 
and [have been married for four years and 
together fornine. We haveagreat marriage 
andallis well. We have been quarantining 
at home since March. During this time, we 
have been exploring things sexually, which 
has been really fun. We have also been 
talking more about our kinks and fantasies. 
One thing my wife really wants totryisan 
MMF threesome. I’veagreedandshe’s been 
talking about howhotitwillbetomake 
this happen once quarantineis over. Sheis 
particularly turned on bythe fact that this 
wouldbe my first sexual experience with 
another guy. The onlyissueis, in reality, it 
won'tbe. Thetruthis that when! wasin 
high school, a guy friendandI fooled around 
afew times. I have no regrets but those 
experiences only served to reaffirm that 
preferred women. I never didanything 
with another guyand I never felt the need 
tomention these early experiences tomy 
wife. ShejustassumedIhadneverhada 
same-sex encounter. Now feel like I’ve 
misled her or lied to her somehow. Should 
Itell her the truth orjust let her believe our 
MMF threesome would be my first time 
witha guy? 

— Nervously Omitted Homosexual 

Occurrences, Mostly Oral 


If your wife reads my column, 
NOHOM6O, then you'vejust told her the 
truth and the advice that follows is moot. 
So here’s hoping she doesn’t read my 
column: You don't have to tell your wife 


about the handful/mouthful of times 
you messed around with another guy in 
high school. If you're like most straight 
guys with one or two cocks in your past, 
NOHOMO, I’m guessing you didn’t tell 
the wife because you didn’t want her to 
feelinsecure or spend all her free time 
corresponding with advice columnists 
about whether her husband is secretly 
gay. 

In fairness to the wife, NOHOMO, not 
every woman whose straight-identified 
male partner admits toa little same-sex 
messing around worries her boyfriend or 
husband is going to leave her fora dude or 
allthe dudes. But this worry is common 
enough to be something of cliché. A 
straight guy doesn’t even have to admit 
to having sucked one dick one time for his 
wife or girlfriend to worry he’s secretly 
gay; I get at least one letter every day from 
a woman who’s worried her husband is 
gay because he likes to have his nipples 
played with or his butt touched or 
because he has feelings. So while it’s not 
ideal that straight-or-mostly-straight 
guys don’t feel they can be honest with 
their wives about their long-ago and 
faraway same-sex experimentation, 
NOHOM6O it’s understandable that 
many straight guys err on the side of 
keeping that shit to themselves. 

But your question isn't, “Why didn’t 
I tell her then?” but rather, “Should tell 
hernow?” AndI don’t think you have to. 
She wasn’t harmed by this omission — 
you didn’t deprive her of information she 
was entitled to — and disclosing now would 
only serve to deprive her of something, i.e. 








the excitement she feels about being there 
towitness what she thinks is your first 
same-sex encounter. 


ALL MIXED UP 


Mywife questions my use of the word gay 
as being potentially offensive andIdlike to 
get your take. [mmaleandmy male friends 
like to flirtandjoke about performing sex 
acts on each other. We’venever actually 
carried through withit but Iconsider myself 
onthe “spectrum” and might be open to gay 
sex. Mymale friends and I say we're being 
oracting gay (though we're all practicing 
heterosexuals) and thisis where my wife 
takesissue. For example, I might say, “We're 
so gay!” in our conversations but the word 
isusedin a positive way. My wife makes the 
point that the word has ahistory of being 
used negatively, somay be considered 
offensive, and should onlybe used casually 
by people whoare more legit gay. Should! 
stop using the word gay this way? 

— Gay Poser 


Jesus, just suck off one of yourmale 
friends already —just get it over with — 
and then you have my permission to keep 
using “gay” ascompliment, GP, 


SUCK IT TO ME 


['ma35-year-old seemingly straight 
man, but in the past year — roughly 
corresponding with the longest sex drought 
in the history of my adulthood—Thave 
had recurring wet dreams where! suck 
myself off. Probably a dozen orso of these 
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dreams, all up, andI very much enjoyboth 
sides of the transaction. What do you think 
itmeans? Am I witnessing the stirrings 
of some latent bisexuality oram Ijust 
desperate? Should heed the call? 
— Originally Unilateral Regarding Oral 
But Oneiromancy Reveals 
Opening Sexuality 


[usually don'tallowelaborate sign 
offs, OUROBOROS, but ’mmakingan 
exception for yours becauseit’s brilliant. 
(To save my other readers the trouble 
of googling: “oneiromancy’ is the 
interpretation of dreams to predict the 
future andan “ouroboros’ isanimageofa 
snake swallowing its own tail, oftenused 
asan infinity symbol.) That said, ’mnot 
sure there's really any call to heed here — 
other than acallto start doing the kind of 
stretching that wouldallowyouto suck your 
own cockif youwere, first, able to get limber 
enough, and, second, your cockislong 
enough. Buta desire to suck one’s own cock 
—oreven an attempt, successful or not — 
doesn't meana man islatently bisexual or 
gay. lassume you've been masturbating for 
more than two decades, OUROBOROS, and 
just as there’s nothing gay about all those 
handjobs you've given yourself, there’s 
nothing gay about the blowjobs youcan only 
dream about giving yourself. 


ALTERNATE ENDING 


I’m that rare gayman who doesn 'tlike 
sucking dick. Itwasn’t hard formy VGL 
husband to find guys who wanted to blow 
him before quarantine and for years! didn’t 


ask aboutit because I didn’t want to know 
the details. But Iknewhe had video on his 
phone of some guys blowing him that he 
sometimes watched and I recently asked to 
watch oneandI was completely shocked. 
Itwasn'tjust a blowjob. He spatin the guy’s 
face, called him homophobicnames, and 
wasjust generally brutal. The intensity 
and violence wasn't something I've ever 
detectedin my husband or been on the 
receiving end from my husband. When! 
pressed my husband he shrugged and said, 
“That's howalot of guyslikeit.’ ’'mnotsure 
what todo. 
— GayAnd Gloomy Guy Extremely 
Disturbed 
Tread yourletter three times and 1 
still can’t tell whether you're appalled or 
you rejealous. Do you disapprove of your 
husband treating someone that way or 
are you disappointed that your husband 
has never treated you that way? Ifit’s the 
former, well, don’t watch any more videos 
of your husband throat fuckinghis subby 
cocksuckers. [fit’s the latter (andI suspect 
itis), GAGGED, then you're going toneedto 
figure out howtoarticulate that clearly — 
something you failed to doyour letter — so 
youcan tell your husband youdlike it like 
that too. Not being used for orallike that, of 
course, since you don’tlike performing oral 
sex. Butmaybe youd like anallike that? 


KEEP FIGHTING 


Dear Readers: Thisis gonna feela little 
weird stuck onto the end of this week’s 
column, I realize, but I wanted to say 
something about protests all overthe 
country and the world. While haven't 
been able to personally attenda Black Lives 
Matters protest over the last twoweeks— I 
have deeply shitty lungs and!’mconcerned 
about contracting coronavirus — I fully 
support everyone who has taken tothe 
streets to protest the violence of systemic 
racism and the specific violence inflicted on 
Black people by racist cops. And whileI can’t 
beatthe protests, my husbandandI madea 
donation to bail funds across the country to 
help out people who were arrested at these 
protests. (You can donate atactblue.com/ 
donate/bailfunds.) Please keep marching, 
please wear your masks (theywork!), and 
please — please — makesure youand 
everyone you knowis registered to vote. 


Dan Savage is a syndicated love 
and relationships columnist and 
host of The Savage Lovecast. Email 
him at mail@savagelove.net 
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